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Abstract: 
Geothermal exploration began a rapid expansion with the oil 
crisis in the 70-80’s with most major oil companies and the US 
DOE funding the exploration of many domestic and 
international fields. Early efforts were only partially successful 
with a number of oil field geophysical methods shown to be 
less effective in complex volcanic covered geothermal fields. 
Over time the tool box has been honed and geophysics has 
emerged as a primary tool in locating and delineating 
geothermal fields, although their application is much different 
from the “target based” approach originally envisioned.  In this 
talk we will briefly review some of the methods tried and 
advances made in the past 50 years and look at the present 
state of the art for applying geophysics to geothermal 
exploration.  
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